
De s c rip t ive  W rit in g   
W o rd  Le ve l Le a rn in g  Se n t e n c e  Le ve l Le a rn in g  St ru c t u re  Le ve l Le a rn in g  

Sp e llin g  s t ra t e g ie s : 
1. Vo ca b  lis t s  t o  d e ve lo p  la n g u a g e  a n d  

u se . 
De sc rip t ive W rit in g W o rd sMin iAn c h o r
Ch a rt sRe fe re n ce To o l-1.p d f Co p y o f 
Se n so ryW o rd Lis t -1.p d f 

2. To  id e n t ify m issp e lt  w o rd s  in  o w n  
w rit in g ; t o  ke e p  in d ivid u a l lis t s  (e .g . a  
sp e llin g  lo ); t o  le a rn  t o  sp e ll t h e m . 

3. To  u se  sp e llin g s  a s  a  b a s is  fo r 
sp e llin g  o t h e r w o rd s  w it h  s im ila r 
p a t t e rn s  o r re la t e d  m e a n in g s . 

4 . To  u se  in d e p e n d e n t  sp e llin g  
s t ra t e g ie s  in c lu d in g : 

a . Un d e rs t a n d in g  o f vo w e l, 
co n so n a n t  so u n d s  a n d  b le n d  
so u n d s . 

b . Bu ild in g  u p  sp e llin g  b y 
sylla b ic  p a rt s , u s in g  kn o w n  
p re fixe s , su ffixe s  a n d  
co m m o n  le t t e r s t rin g s ; 

c . Ap p lyin g  kn o w le d g e  o f 
sp e llin g  ru le s  a n d  e xce p t io n s; 

d . Usin g  d ic t io n a rie s  a n d  IT sp e ll 
ch e cks’ 

e . Usin g  visu a l skills , e .g . 
re co g n is in g  co m m o n  le t t e r 
s t rin g s  a n d  ch e ck in g  c rit ic a l 
fe a t u re s  (i.e . d o e s  it  lo o k rig h t , 
sh a p e , le n g t h , e t c ) 

Sp e llin g  co n ve n t io n s  a n d  ru le s : 
     5. Re vise  a n d  co n so lid a t e  sp e llin g  ru le s  

Gra m m a t ica l a n d  La n g u a g e  Aw a re n e ss : 
1. To  u n d e rs t a n d  t h e  la n g u a g e  

co n ve n t io n s  a n d  g ra m m a t ica l 
fe a t u re s  o f d e sc rip t ive  w rit in g  su ch  
a s : 

a . Use  o f p re se n t  t e n se  ve rb s . 
b . Use  o f t h ird  p e rso n . 
c . P re p o s it io n a l p h ra se s  t o  sh o w  

se t t in g .  
d . Use  o f a d je c t ive s  a n d  a d ve rb s  
e . Use  o f se n so ry d e t a ils   
f. Use  o f la n g u a g e  fe a t u re s  

(s im ile , m e t a p h o r, a llit e ra t io n , 
o n o m a t o p o e ia )  

Se n t e n ce  co n st ru c t io n  a n d  p u n c t u a t io n : 
      2. To  u n d e rs t a n d  : 

g . W h a t  m a k e s  a  s e n t e n c e  a  
s e n t e n c e ?  

i. -Fra g m e n t s  
ii. -Ru n  o n  Se n t e n ce s  

h . De ve lo p in g  Qu e s t io n s  fo r  
s e n t e n c e s  (k e rn e l 
s e n t e n c e s ) 

i. -   w h o , w h a t , w h e n , w h e re , 
w h y, h o w  

j. Co n ju n c t io n s , Co m p le xit y  
a n d  Cla u s e s  

i. -Ba sic  co n ju n c t io n s  
k . Ap p o s it ive s  

i. -    An o t h e r n a m e  fo r a  
n o u n  

l. Exa m p le s  o f s e n t e n c e s  t o  

St ru c t u ra l Un d e rs t a n d in g : 
1. Un d e rs t a n d  t h e  w a y t o  d e sc rib e  

u s in g  w h o , w h a t , w h e n , w h e re , w h y, 
h o w , a d je c t ive s , se n so ry d e t a ils .  

2. Un d e rs t a n d  h o w  t o  p la n  a n d  
o rg a n ise  id e a s  u s in g  a  g ra p h ic  
o rg a n ise r. 

3. Un d e rs t a n d  h o w  t o  u se  a  s t ru c t u re  
t o  o rg a n ise  id e a s .  

4 . Un d e rs t a n d  t h e  ru le s  o f  
p a ra g ra p h in g  (TIP TOP ). 

 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YeIJL0EEf4rWV2sQ9QgUCyyhmjBewXBd/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YeIJL0EEf4rWV2sQ9QgUCyyhmjBewXBd/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Gybr9Z3j7FmQFA8zKU6LpAr2bRPpC92q/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Gybr9Z3j7FmQFA8zKU6LpAr2bRPpC92q/view?usp=drive_link


a n d  le a rn in g  fro m  P rim a ry Sch o o l. 
f. Le a rn in g  ru le s  a n d  s t ra t e g ie s  
g . Exp lo re  h o m o p h o n e s  

 
THIS IS NOT COVERED EXP LICITLY IN THIS 
UNIT BELOW  - FOR INDIVIDUAL SP ELLING 
TASKS CAN BE SET USING- IXL  ����� 

d e ve lo p  s yn t a x  
P u k e t a p u  Se n t e n c e  
St ru c t u re s  

 
De s c r ip t ive  Un it  P la n   

 

Te rm  1 o r  3  
W e e k  5&6 : De s c rip t ive  W rit in g  

L1: Slid e  2 ● Use  Re a d Th e o ry (10  m in s) 
● Un d e rst a n d  h o w  p rio r 

kn o w le d g e  sh o w s b a se  
u n d e rs t a n d in g  o f d e sc rip t ive  
w rit in g  u sin g  visu a l im a g e ry a s  
p ro m p t s , a lo n g sid e  se n so ry 
kn o w le d g e   

De sc rip t ive  
w rit in g  u sin g  5 
se n se s  ✍ |  Ho w  
t o  w rit e  t h e  
p e rfe c t  p ie c e  o f 
d e sc rip t ive  
w rit in g  
 
De sc rip t ive  
P o w e rp o in t  

 

https://nz.ixl.com/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cit92ywb9BC-QxPKCLoOgV7XXkgeQxDroqYNoSewUbY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cit92ywb9BC-QxPKCLoOgV7XXkgeQxDroqYNoSewUbY/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uy-qqguRrYY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uy-qqguRrYY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uy-qqguRrYY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uy-qqguRrYY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uy-qqguRrYY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uy-qqguRrYY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uy-qqguRrYY
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Ur9eUqXzTO9l6DrckqCrfkgifKauITkgywwE6guSVwo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Ur9eUqXzTO9l6DrckqCrfkgifKauITkgywwE6guSVwo/edit?usp=sharing


L2: Slid e  9  
 

● Use  Re a d Th e o ry (10  m in s)  
● Re ca p  p re vio u s le sso n s 

le a rn in g  o f se n so ry e le m e n t s  
● Un d e rst a n d  p re se n t  t e n se  in  

w rit in g   
● Id e n t ify s t ru c t u re  (o rie n t a t io n , 

d e ve lo p m e n t  o f a sp e c t s  o f 
sce n e  (ch a ra c t e rs /se t t in g ) in  
e a ch  p a ra g ra p h , co n c lu d in g  
co m m e n t  o r t h o u g h t )  

● Exa m in e  a n  e xa m p le  (Th e  
Ga m e ) 

De scrip t ive  
w rit in g  u sin g  5 
se n se s  ✍ |  Ho w  
t o  w rit e  t h e  
p e rfe c t  p ie c e  o f 
d e sc rip t ive  
w rit in g  
 
Th e  Ga m e  
 
Th e  Ga m e  
Co m p re h e n sio n  
Qu e st io n s 
 

 

L3: Slid e  16  
 

● Use  Re a d Th e o ry (10  m in s)  
● Re ca p  p re vio u s le sso n  

le a rn in g  o f p re se n t  t e n se  
w o rd s a n d  s t ru c t u re   

● Un d e rst a n d  p re p o sit io n a l 
p h ra se s  in  se t t in g  

● Re visit  a d je c t ive s  t h ro u g h  a  
se t  t a sk 

P re p o sit io n a l 
P h ra se s   

 

L4 : Slid e  31 ● Use  Re a d Th e o ry (10  m in s) 
● Re ca p  p re p o sit io n a l p h ra se s  

a n d  a d je c t ive s .  
● De ve lo p in g  ke rn e l se n t e n ce s  

t o  a d d  d e t a il  
● Co m b in e  le a rn in g  to  u se  “I ca n  

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uy-qqguRrYY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uy-qqguRrYY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uy-qqguRrYY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uy-qqguRrYY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uy-qqguRrYY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uy-qqguRrYY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uy-qqguRrYY
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZcJJ4GXq1x_wDakpDWHd9ZkobHLDkvBVTEQmpxifDY4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PYLdBCcnXU5VflUXjKA_jIBDxwqMO6ph6A1LKKJ1heo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PYLdBCcnXU5VflUXjKA_jIBDxwqMO6ph6A1LKKJ1heo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PYLdBCcnXU5VflUXjKA_jIBDxwqMO6ph6A1LKKJ1heo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PT5yDkd91J7zxdPNyELV7ksiARwk8LZ9AXd_Phg52EM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PT5yDkd91J7zxdPNyELV7ksiARwk8LZ9AXd_Phg52EM/edit?usp=sharing


se e ”, “I ca n  sm e ll” b a se  
se n t e n ce s   

L5: Slid e  4 1 
 

● Use  Re a d Th e o ry (10  m in s)  
● Re ca p  a d je c t ive s  a n d  a d ve rb s   
● In t ro d u ce  TIP TOP  

p a ra g ra p h in g   
● Exp lo re  a n  e xa m p le  a n d  

id e n t ify ke y a sp e c t s  co ve re d  
so  fa r t h ro u g h  a  se t  t a sk 
(p re p o sit ion a l p h ra se s , 
a d je c t ive s , se n so ry…)  

Th e  P la yg ro u n d   

L6: Slid e  
4 8  

● Use  Re a d Th e o ry (10  m in s)  
● Re ca p  TiP To P  p a ra g ra p h in g  
● In t ro d u ce  w rit in g  p ro m p t s 
● Cla ss  b ra in st o rm  o f id e a s  
● Re vie w  g ra p h ic  o rg a n ise rs  a n d  

se le c t  o n e  fo r p la n n in g  
● In d ivid u a l p la n n in g   

  

L7: Slid e  61 ● Use  Re a d Th e o ry (10  m in s) 
● Re vise  p la n n in g  (c la ss  sh a rin g ) 
● Tim e  fo r w rit in g , s t u d e n t s  ca n  

w rit e  se ve ra l p a ra g ra p h s 
d e p e n d in g  o n  t im e .  

● Re vise  w rit in g  u sin g  e d it in g  
ch e cklis t  (in d ivid u a l/p e e r) 

● Sh a rin g  o f w rit in g  b a ck in  

  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ML9XHbYfVdc2mtXP7BSbfHVR-bkwbTncvijztZ_CiQs/edit?usp=sharing


w h o le  c la ss  se ss io n   

 


